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October 2 –
 Hall of Fame at NexTier Stadium  
 - Home Football Game vs. Butler,  
 7:30 p.m. 
October 3 –  
 SAT Test; SV Sports Hall of Fame  
 Banquet, SHS, 5:45 p.m.   
October 5 –   
 School Board Meeting,  
 Work Session, IHS Aud., 8 p.m. 
October 12 –  
 Columbus Day; Act -80 Day,  
 No School for Students
October 19 –  
 School Board Meeting,  
 Regular Session, IHS Aud., 8 p.m. 
October 23 –  
 SVAOC End of First Nine Weeks;  
 Senior Night & Pink Night at  
 NexTier Stadium – Home Football  
 Game vs. Penn Hills,  7:30 p.m.
October 28 –  
 End of First Nine Weeks 
October 31 –  
 Halloween

October Dates  
to Remember

  *  More dates can be found on our  
 homepage at  www.svsd.net.

September 2015
A National Award-Winning Publication

Imagine a place in school where students can use their imagination to build a scene from a storybook 
with LearnToLearn Legos, or look up a book using an iPad card catalog, or rent a book from a “Read 
Box.”  This isn’t your average library. 

The Seneca Valley School District is currently in the process of modernizing the school libraries and 
library programs, and a name change -- iHub, the revised name for our Seneca Valley libraries, is just 
the beginning. Our iHub media specialists in grades K-12 have been hard at work rethinking spaces to 
optimize layout and design, while providing students with enhanced technology.

At the elementary level, Ms. Kelly Del Greco, Connoquenessing Valley Elementary (CVE) Librarian for 
grades K-4, transformed the library into a space that gives students the opportunity to both “make and 
take” materials and resources each week from the library.  

Exploring beyond the books

The Seneca Valley School District was pleased to once again host Veteran Recognition Night at NexTier Stadium on Patriot Day. It was our  
honor to recognize active and retired military personnel throughout the area. They have continued to give of themselves as good citizens in our 
communities and the Seneca Valley School District salutes them. A special thank you to Ms. Bernadette Johnson, who served five years as a US 
Army Specialist during the Vietnam War, and Mr. August Liehr, who served in the US Army, first as a Corporal and was then promoted to Sergeant, 
during WWII in France and England,  they were the event’s honorary captains and tossed the game coin.

SV honors Veterans

http://www.svsd.net
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New items include large signage for fiction and non-fiction books, technology that helps students find books 
and use a self-check-out system, and  “Read Box” a free book exchange where a student can take a book to 
keep, and bring in a book they are done reading or no longer using. 

After lessons, students have the option to complete a scavenger hunt that helps them locate books in the 
library, use online resources in different laptop hubs scattered throughout repurposed shelves or just find a 
quiet spot to read alone on a park bench in the Library/Movie Park.  

“Students are really excited to come to the library, especially when they have more freedom to be able to 
explore more,” said Ms. Del Greco. “There is a push for 21st century learning and various outlets for  
students to express themselves. We wanted to take our libraries to the next level.” This also includes  
incorporating makerspaces and technology into both elementary and secondary iHubs. 

Makerspaces are creative, DIY spaces where students can gather to create, invent, and learn. In libraries 
they often have 3D printers, software, electronics, craft and hardware supplies, tools, and more. 

Beads, pom poms, straws, Popsicle sticks, markers, felt and more are available to students to create  
an item that they can take with them.  “It is not a craft,” states Ms. Del Greco. “Students use their  
imagination to build something about what they read or learned.  They can also come to use the space for  
a school project.” 

Technology is also being utilized through CVE with the Instagram account @ConnoValleyElem. Families are  
encouraged to use the hashtag #CVEReads when they are reading at home. SV Librarians also recently 
started a Twitter account @sv_iHub that showcases students across the district utilizing their iHub space and 
resources. 

At the secondary level, additional technology changes have occurred at the Intermediate High School (IHS). 
This includes a card catalog that is now located on two iPads by the main entrance, and using nearpod, an 
interactive presentation and assessment tool, that can be synced on the TVs during instruction. There are 
also spaces specifically designated for research, a makerspace, and a gaming room.

“Students are definitely utilizing the space more,” states Ms. Peggy Mourer, IHS Librarian for grades 9-10. 
“And so are teachers. They are now able to bring a class to the iHub where students can be working on 
multiple projects; one group can be researching, another in the makerspace creating a project, and another 
utilizing the technology in the gaming room. Teachers can also work with other teachers through  
cross-curricular teaching since many thematic units cover more than one academic discipline and there is 
plenty of space for students to collaborate. “

The IHS has undergone aesthetic changes as well. Some of these changes include consolidating and  
reorganizing the entire print book collection, removing outdated books and shelving, and updating the  
lighting, carpet and paint.  The biggest change by far is the modern furniture that can be reconfigured in  
many different arrangements and further facilitates collaborative learning. 

“There is so much more available electronically and students are much more visual and cooperative  
learners today,” said Ms. Mourer. “We are constantly looking ahead to keep things fresh and fit the needs  
of our students.” 

Be sure to be on the lookout for additional updates to all Seneca Valley iHubs including:
• Performance area where students can write plays and perform 
• Audio visual rooms with green screens 
• Flexible seating for collaborative learning
• Larger makerspaces that include new technology such as a 3-D printer or BoXZY
• Quiet study areas
• Smaller circulation desks
• iHub signage/decals
• Dynamic programming that allows for flexible scheduling and team teaching
• Revamped print collection with a focus on current titles
• E-Books and digital database additions that are accessible from home or school and include the newly streamlined BryteWave App
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https://instagram.com/ConnoValleyElem
https://twitter.com/sv_iHub


Seneca Valley celebrated homecoming with a splash. This year’s homecoming theme was “Under the Sea” with colors of aqua and several shades 
of blue; and participants at this year’s festivities were guaranteed a multitude of events including a carnival, parade and fireworks. The carnival, 
followed by the parade, was held on Sept. 24. 

Earlier this month, seniors chose 20 classmates to represent their homecoming court. The members of the 2015 Homecoming Court are: Front line 
(L-R) Molly Speicher, Hannah Ptak, Alexa Nuzzo, Rachel Noah, Emily Mattys, Cami Herrmann, Carinne Geil, Jakenya Clancy, Rachel Carmella and 
Maggie Baker. Back line (L-R) McLean Walsh, Bobby Vandrak, Matt Pristas, Scotty Poepoe, Alexander Lecce, Corbin Kessler, Zac Cowell, Cody 
Boozel, Jacob Beck and Ben Bachik. 

Seneca Valley’s homecoming king and queen were announced during Raider Football pregame festivities on Friday, Sept. 25, at NexTier Stadium.
The king and queen are Bobby Vandrak and Jakenya Clancy. Congratulations! Seneca Valley played North Hills and won 31-10.

Seneca Valley’s ‘ Under the Sea’ Homecoming

3

Photo credit: EDI Imaging



The Seneca Valley School District honored Patriot Day on Friday, Sept. 11, by connecting lessons and activities in tribute of the lives lost on 9/11.

‘We will never forget’
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Rowan students in Ms. Angela  
Cardillo’s classroom were all smiles 
as they began their Silly Story theme 
in reading earlier this month.

Smiling faces

Connoquenessing Valley Elementary (CVE) music teacher Ms. Susan 
Dinger has collected old, broken and discarded instruments over the 
years with the dream of making a sculpture for her classroom. An artist 
recently completed her “Music Man” that stands outside of her  
classroom door, welcoming students to music class.

‘Music Man’

All elementary students at SV participated 
in a Bus Safety Day throughout the month 
of September. Students were taught to 
focus on how to be safe and responsible 
on the school bus by following the  
PEACEful Bus rules:

• Please stay seated
• Everyone speak softly
• Always listen to the driver
• Control yourself
• Earn recognition
 
When students follow the PEACEful Bus 
rules, they will earn recognition points 
and be placed in a drawing to be named 
“Bus of the Month.” During the review of 
bus rules and expectations, drivers also 
explained and demonstrated to students 
how to evacuate the bus in case of an 
emergency.

Keeping the peace

Haine Elementary (HE) student’s literacy kick-off event was a slam dunk. 

Students in grades K-4 attended the event, cheering loudly and wearing their favorite jerseys, to get 
excited about reading. The program, “Haine Students are All-Star Readers,” was held Sept. 2 in the 
gymnasium. 

To help make it a winning event, nine senior student athletes, representing sports such as soccer, 
track, golf, tennis, football, volleyball and more, visited from the senior high school to inform HE 
students about their reading habits, what challenges they faced with reading and how they overcame 
it, and how working hard at sports and working hard at reading are connected. Senior football player 
Corey Laskey shared with students, “I learned that, just like sports, I had to practice reading to become 
a better reader.”

The student athletes also competed in a basketball shootout where teams represented a respective 
grade. The winning teams earned prizes for students. 

“Our goal was for students to realize it takes the same qualities to be a great athlete as it does to be a 
great student and love reading,” said Ms. Kristen White, assistant principal at Haine Elementary.

Haine All-Stars

Haine Elementary 
students Michael 
Antonucci and 
Casey Rosenwald 
pose with their 
artwork at the 
“Very Special 
Arts” Exhibit held 
earlier this month 
at the Hoyt Arts & 
Education Center 
for The Arts at 
Jameson Health 
System North 
Campus.

According to Hoyt’s website, “Very 
Special Arts” was designed to give 
people with special needs the  
opportunity to develop and showcase 
their creative abilities. It is founded on 
the belief that the arts are a universal  
language that challenges people to 
look beyond themselves and  
celebrate their diversity.

“It’s a perfect tie to the theme of arts 
and healing underlying all our Jameson 
exhibits, “ says Hoyt’s Executive 
Director, Kimberly Koller-Jones, “as 
we continue to explore the on-going 
relationship between art and medicine 
for patients, caregivers and staff.”

Initiated in 1989, Very Special Arts has 
brought together students, teachers, 
and families to celebrate the abilities 
of students with special needs in the 
tri-county area. What once began with 
30 some participants twenty years ago 
has grown to nearly 700 participants 
today. 

“It’s great seeing our students excel in 
so many different areas and to  
develop interests in the arts,” said  
Julie Burland, special education 
teacher at Haine Elementary School.

Celebrating creativity



The students and staff at Haine Middle School celebrated their Olweus kick-off event by  
participating in a theatrical and musical production that featured the message of THINK.   
The engaging performance challenged students to THINK before they speak, act, text or post.   
Students were encouraged to take ownership of their decisions and determine how the  
outcome could emotionally and socially impact others and themselves.

Thinking out loud

Olweus kicks off at SV 
Students in grades K-6 participate in bullying prevention programs

Haine Elementary’ s Olweus Bullying Prevention Program kick-off event was held Sept. 10 
and featured a live concert and games that taught them to be safe, truthful, always kind and 
responsible (STARs). 

STAR students

CVE students in grades K-4 looked like a team, dressed in blue and black and full of school 
spirit, for their annual Olweus kick-off event on Sept. 17.

The event, themed “One Team,” celebrated cooperation, teamwork, and individuality while 
promoting a strong anti-bullying message. 

Students completed a series of cooperative challenges with a reflection of their learning at 
the end of each challenge.  The challenges allowed students to develop their problem solving 
skills and recognize the value of all students within their classroom community.

Lastly, students participated in an assembly featuring Josh and Gab.  The Josh and Gab show 
uses music to promote self-worth and anti-bullying.

One team

Evans City Middle School and Haine Middle School are now on Twitter! Follow them at @HMSRaiders and @ECMSRaiders.

Follow us! 

Olweus kicks off at SV 

“EC cares, be bully free!” was chanted loudly by 
Evans City students in grades K-6 surrounding the 
flag pole in front of the school on Sept. 25.

Students participated in their Olweus kick-off 
event, which included an assembly from Rise 
Above BMX bikers, that showed off their skills 
and discussed how to establish an environment 
of acceptance, as well as a bully-free flag raising 
ceremony where students reviewed Evans City’s 
Bully-Free Rules.

After the flag was raised and students chanted, 
students in grades 4-6 surprised K-3 students with 
a flash mob dance.

Be bully-free

“The Josh & Gab Show” presented their unique 
anti-bullying performance during Rowan  
Elementary’s Olweus kick-off on Sept. 28.

Utilizing their unique high-energy, enthusiastic 
approach, the musical-comedy team relayed 
powerful messages to students regarding the 
importance of each child, believing in oneself 
while also communicating positive approaches for 
addressing situations involving bullying. 

Students were seen singing, swaying to the music, 
asking and responding to questions and a few 
lucky students were able to accompany Josh and 
Gab on stage for a final dance!

Positive vibes

https://twitter.com/HMSRaiders
https://twitter.com/ECMSRaiders


Students at Seneca Valley were recently introduced to The  
Challenge Program, Inc. during a kick-off assembly at the  
secondary schools. Through the program, students in the  
sophomore, junior, and senior classes will be eligible to  
compete for financial awards in the areas of Attendance, 
Academic Improvement, Academic Excellence, STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and math) and Community Service. 
Westinghouse Electric Company, Cranberry Township, is the 
sponsor of the program. 

Pictured top, from left to right are the 2014-15 junior winners of 
The Challenge Program, Inc. awards: Alyssa Tice, Academic  
Excellence; Nathan Stoner, Attendance; Jonathan Dolfi, STEM; 
and Audrey Lang, Community Service. Not pictured: Robert Mariani, Academic Improvement. 

Pictured bottom from left to right are the 2014-15 sophomore winners of The Challenge Program, Inc. 
awards: Connor Otay, Attendance; Ben Steiner, STEM; Alexa Hadley, Community Service; Shane 
Monitor, Academic Improvement and Jordan Bender, Academic Excellence. 

The Challenge Program, Inc.’s mission is to build sustainable Business/Education partnerships while 
introducing students to careers in their communities.
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The Challenge Program kicks off at SV 

SV’s new gaming room is blended learning (a combo of face-to-face and online instruction) at its best! We asked  
Mr. Ken Macek, technology education teacher at the Intermediate High School to explain what this class and  
room is all about. 

What is this new class everyone is talking about….Evolution of Games?
Every semester, I always start the class by saying, “Each of you [students] enjoy gaming, have different styles and 
likes in the gaming world; however, it does not matter who you are as a gamer, it just matters that you enjoy gaming.  
Gaming is what brings all your minds together – gaming is your common ground.” This allows teamwork to be more 
efficient, allows for productive class discussions, and more importantly, we all learn from each other – this is what 
the class is truly about. 

What are students doing during class?
In Evolution of Games, students are exposed to some of the oldest games in history. Starting with the first game ever 
found, students then follow a timeline and travel through the ages to explore how games developed over time and how 
the impact of technology influenced the development of current day games.  Other than learning about the game’s  
history, students are given the opportunity to play the actual game (whether online or using a student made /  
commercial game board). It is by playing the game that students are able to remember the game’s history while the 
interactive aspect of the course creates an exciting/entertaining learning environment for each of the students. As one 
student said, “Mr. Macek, I never thought learning the history of a game would be just as exciting as playing the game 
itself.”  Yes, I too was surprised by their response but when you learn about something you enjoy, you tend to really 
focus on the topic (and want to learn more). 

To sum it all up, this course teaches teamwork and social skills. The atmosphere of the classroom allows this to happen and the technology 
“packed” into the classroom exceeds all of our expectations.  This is 21st century learning at its best and this is making learning “fun.”

Evolution of games

Officials of National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) recently 
announced Seneca Valley seniors Jacob Rickabaugh and Siona 
Sharma, as Semifinalists in the 61st annual National Merit  
Scholarship Program. 

These academically talented high school seniors have an opportunity 
to continue in the competition for some 7,400 National Merit  
Scholarships worth more than $32 million that will be offered next 
spring. About 90 percent of the Semifinalists are expected to attain  
Finalist standing, and about half of the Finalists will win a National Merit Scholarship, earning the Merit 
Scholar® title. 

Jacob is the son of Jennifer Rickabaugh of Cranberry Township and Keith Rickabaugh of Seven Fields. 
Siona is the daughter of Praveen and Asha Sharma of Cranberry Township. From the approximately 
16,000 Semifinalists, about 15,000 are expected to advance to the Finalist level, and in February they will 
be notified of this designation.

Two SV seniors named semifinalists in  
National Merit Scholarship Program

The Seneca Valley Middle School 
(SVMS) hosted their annual activity 
 fair on Sept. 17. The activity fair 
introduced students to the  
numerous clubs and activities  
available for grades 7-8. Students 
had the opportunity to hear from 
club leaders about various programs 
offered, visit booths, meet with peers 
and join in on fun competitions  
including Minute-To-Win-It  
team-building games.

Actively involved

Jacob Rickabaugh Siona Sharma



A big shout out to our student section that has been supportive at so many 
athletic events to start the season.  They have been present to cheer on 
their fellow classmates with great enthusiasm and Raider Pride.  Pictured 
to the right is our home opening football game and the Red, White & Blue 
theme of our students – most appropriate on Veterans Recognition Night!

Boys’ and girls’ cross country are just getting underway with their sectional 
meets.  At their most recent Slippery Rock Invitational, both the girls’ varsity 
and JV teams finished 1st and the boys’ team placed 2nd – a great day by 
all! Lauren Sauer, Megan Aaron, and Jordan Kyle went 1-2-3 in the JV race; 
Mariah Mack, Rachel Hensler and Julia Kooser went 7-8-9 in the varsity 
race and Grant McCarthy finished 13th for the boys.

Football, under new head coach Dave Vestal, sits at 1-2 (1-1 in section) and 
hosted sectional rival North Hills on Sept. 25 for Homecoming weekend. 
The Raiders are led by senior captains Cody Boozel, Corbin Kessler, Corey 
Laskey and Zach Wilson.

At the time of this writing, boys’ golf had six competitors in the sectional 
qualifiers vying for the opportunity to advance to the WPIAL semi-final and 
finals individual competition.  Updates will be provided in October.

Girls’ golf, under the direction of new head coach Kevin Wildrick, will send 
two qualifiers to the sectionals in late September – senior Courtney Wahlstrom and sophomore Lauren Mahany. Updates will be provided in October.

Boys’ soccer stands at 4-0-1 and sits atop section 2 standings.  They, too, have their sights set on a trip to Highmark Stadium for the WPIAL finals.

Girls’ soccer continues its winning ways as they look to accomplish an unprecedented “three-peat” in WPIAL championship play.

Girls’ tennis sent two qualifiers to the WPIAL individual section singles championship. Senior Allie Head won her first round match over her Butler’s #1 
ranked player but fell in the next round. Senior Kerry Shults had a tough opening round match with her opponent from Hampton and unfortunately did 
not advance past the 1st round. Raiders remain in playoff contention for the team championships.

Girls volleyball is currently ranked 2nd in their section at 3-1 and are poised to make a deep run in the WPIAL and PIAA playoffs.

Winter Sport Testing Dates – Physicals, Concussion and Drug Testing
Any student-athlete interested in competing in a winter sport (including girls’ junior high & middle school volleyball) must have a physical, an ImPACT 
baseline concussion test and a drug test. In addition, the student-athlete must be registered in the SV Portal under their respective sport.  For full  
details, click here. The 2015-16 Sport Participation Checklist will provide parents with all necessary information.

Winter Sport Physical, Drug Testing and Concussion Testing Date:  
Wednesday, October 28th immediately after school in the Senior High School.

Fall Sports Updates  
The fall season is in full swing and plenty of positive moments are occurring within Raider Athletics.

What’s Happening in Raider Athletics
September 2015

What’s Happening in Raider Athletics 
September 2015

Seneca Valley Sports Hall of Fame, October 3, 2015 
Save the Date
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More Athletics on page 10 

https://portal.svsd.net/
http://www.svsd.net/Page/151
http://www.svsd.net/SVHOF


Daniel Follett graduated from Seneca Valley in 2007 and enjoyed a successful career as a member of the Seneca Valley 
Boys’ Volleyball Team, a two-time All-WPIAL performer and an All-State Selection, and accepted a scholarship offer to 
attend and continue his athletic career at Juniata College. 

While attending Juniata, Mr. Follett became a three-year letter winner and helped lead the Eagle’s to a 2009 Division III 
National Championship. He graduated from Juniata in 2011, with a degree in History with an emphasis in Secondary 
Education. 

After graduating, the itch to be around volleyball continued as Mr. Follett accepted a position as an  
Assistant Coach, for the Mercer University Women’s Volleyball Program. While coaching at Mercer University, in  
Macon, Georgia, Mr. Follett worked within the Mercer University Athletic Department and helped flip the Women’s  
Volleyball program and continued his education by obtaining a Master’s Degree in Higher Education  
Leadership and Administration. 

In 2013, after his time at Mercer wound to a close Mr. Follett returned to Pittsburgh and accepted a position working with Argosy University, in  
downtown Pittsburgh. The desire to coach and teach continued and in the spring of 2013, Mr. Follett returned to the sidelines, becoming the fourth head 
coach of the Raider Boys Volleyball Program. As the head coach of the Raiders, Mr. Follett has led the program to a 2015 Section Title, 2015 WPIAL  
Runner Up, and the 2015 PIAA State Semi Finals. 

Mr. Follett recently joined the Seneca Valley School District full time, as the new Assistant Director of Athletics and Activities. There he will assist the 
Head Athletic Director, Ms. Heather Lewis, and the administration team by providing support to the athletic department, athletic programs, and student 
activities throughout the district.

“I am extremely excited about being on board, at Seneca Valley,” Follett said.  “I am a product of my experiences and my experiences at the high 
school level, within athletics and activities, have helped shaped me throughout my life. I am most excited about the opportunity to share my experience/
knowledge and help create and foster the same kinds of positive experiences that I encountered, as a former SV student, within the community and 
district.”

Daniel Follett, Assistant Director to Athletics & ActivitiesIntroducing:

Have you ever wondered about the logistics of taking care of a  
marching band numbering close to 200 participants?  Each Friday  
evening I get an up-close look at how efficiently our Raider Marching 
Band operates under the direction of Mr. Bob Matchett, Mr. Varden  
Armstrong, Mr. Robert Babick, Ms. Sarah Snyder, Ms. Andi Wisniewski, 
Ms. Missy Armstrong, Ms. Katie Huttinger, and a host of volunteer  
instrumental directors.  From an outsiders view, one is privileged to a  
performance worthy of medals and accolades for the Best Band in the 
Land.  Behind the scenes is a legion of volunteers who assist with  
nutrition and hydration, equipment inventory and presentation, and  
supervision and care of our students.  Not an easy task in weather  
conditions that range from over 100 degrees at band camp to well 
below freezing in November to hazy, hot and humid in August to driving, 
sleeting, freezing rain at Halloween.  As I enter my fourth year it amazes 
me that never once do I see anything about enthusiasm and joy for all 
involved.  And for that I want to thank you for your service and investment 
in our Raider Marching Band.  So, as the picture to the right shows, we 
are the Best Band in the Land but look closely in the front and you’ll see 
just who I’m talking about – our tireless volunteers!
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continued from page 9

Raider Marching Band – What Makes Them Go?



AlumniAlumniCornerCorner
Andrew Williams, a 2009 graduate from  
Seneca Valley, earned his Master’s Degree, 
Ed.M., as a Literacy Specialist from SUNY, 
University at Buffalo, in August 2015. He not 
only left SUNY with a 4.00 GPA but is now  
employed as a full time, third grade teacher 
in the Grand Island School District. Mr. 
Williams has relocated permanently to the 
Buffalo New York area where he continues to play Lacrosse at 
the club level and in-line hockey in several local leagues in his 
off-time. 

50
“It is so exciting to be a part of such a student centered and progressive school district where staff and students are constantly learning. 
Here’s to honoring the history of the past 50 years and creating a future based on lessons learned. Happy 50th SV!”

~Lauri Pendred, Evans City Elementary Principal 

Celebrating 50 years

Shanna Flach graduated this past June as a member of the 50th 
graduating class from Seneca Valley. Seen with her in the photo 
at right is her grandfather, Charles Flach, a graduate of the very 
first graduating class fifty years prior.

SV teachers are using DonorsChoose.org, an online charity that makes it easy to help fund classroom projects. On this site, public school teachers 
are able to post classroom project requests, and donors can give any amount to the project that most inspires them. Click the names below to check 
out some of the great projects that our teachers are looking to fund:

Ms. Kelly Del Greco,  
Connoquenessing Valley Elementary 

Ms. Kristen Schlemmer,  
Evans City Elementary 

Disclaimer: The list above is projects that were currently listed on DonorsChoose.org. Please continue to look for additions over the 2015-16 school 
year for teacher projects on DonorsChoose and other similar crowd sourcing sites.

Choose SV!
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Mr. Eric Fogle,  
Evans City Elementary

Ms. Tracy Schultz,  
Seneca Valley Middle School

Ms. Jodi Albert,  
Evans City Elementary

Ms. Meghan Costanza,  
Rowan Elementary

Liz Buechele, a 2012 Seneca Valley graduate 
has organized a clothing drive at Westminster  
College that is leading the competition of 50 
schools nationwide. Ms. Buechele, 21, is a 
senior at Westminster, decided to enter the 
“Close the Loop College Cup,” a recycled 
clothing competition, as an individual and team 
captain on dosomething.org because she said 
this is a project she wanted to work on. 

Click here to read more.

Source: Pittsburgh Tribune-Review

50 YEARSYEARSCountingand

We want to hear from you
Seneca Valley is proud of their graduates who have excelled in their careers. Be sure to let us know if you would like to be featured in our Raider 
Pride e-newsletter. To keep us in the loop, send your graduation year, a summary of your professional life, a brief review of how Seneca Valley 
helped pave the way and a photo to: Linda Andreassi, Communications Director.

http://www.donorschoose.org
http://www.donorschoose.org/project/help-us-build-a-maker-space/1624056/
http://www.donorschoose.org/we-teach/2190422/?active=true
http://www.donorschoose.org/project/learning-steam-through-making/1645589/
http://www.donorschoose.org/project/meeting-special-needs-in-creative-ways/1644752/
http://www.donorschoose.org/project/osmo-for-ipad/1696003/
http://www.donorschoose.org/project/keeping-up-with-the-techies/1679777/
https://www.dosomething.org/
http://triblive.com/neighborhoods/yourcranberry/yourcranberrymore/9116090-74/clothing-buechele-drive#ixzz3mlTnPDsi
mailto:andreassill%40svsd.net?subject=Alumni%20Feature
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We welcome two long-term  
substitutes to our secondary schools 
for the 2015-16 school year: 

•	 Timothy	Bishop,	Mathematics,		
 Seneca Valley Middle School
•	 Hannah	Mincemoyer,	 
 Mathematics, Seneca Valley  
 Senior High School 

SV Board changes

Members of the Seneca 
Valley School Board  
of Directors and  
Administration bid a  
fond farewell to  
Mr. Robert Hill Jr. as he 
stepped down from his 
seat on the board after 
16 years of tremendous 
volunteer service. During his tenure, Mr. Hill served for three years as vice president and five years 
as president, and served on a variety of subcommittees, including the Midwestern Intermediate Unit 
IV Board. It’s estimated that he attended more than 350 board meetings and spent numerous  
additional hours representing the Board and District at special meetings, student functions and  
evening banquets. We thank Mr. Hill for his unwavering support and tireless commitment.

Stepping into his shoes is Susan Harrison. She was appointed by the board for the 
position, which she was poised to take in December after running unopposed in 
the November general election. Ms. Harrison of Cranberry Township is a  
mathematics teacher with the New Brighton Area School District and will be  
representing Cranberry Township West III, Region 3. We welcome Ms. Harrison.

New teachers

Ms. Noele Reynolds, art teacher at Haine Middle School,  wrote 
a proposal to the exhibition committee at The Hoyt Center For 
the Arts (in Lawrence County) and was selected to have a  
one-person show at their new satellite gallery, The Confluence.

Ms. Reynolds has over 30 pieces in this show, pieces that have 
been formerly shown and awarded, as well as a dozen new 
pieces created specifically for this show.

The show runs until Nov. 12, 2015.

Exhibiting talent

Connoquenessing Valley Elementary (CVE) School was 
one of 25 schools who exhibited their STEAM project and 
offered practical advice at the Allegheny Intermediate Unit’s 
first STEAM Grant Showcase at IBEW’s Circuit Center and 
Ballroom in the Southside on Sept. 9. 

CVE’s creative geniuses offered a glimpse into the power 
of collaboration between formal and informal educators 
through their implementation of Inspiration Station, a  
Situated Multimedia Arts Learning Lab (SMALLab) that uses motion sensor technology for core  
subject instruction in a completely innovative way.

STEAM showcase

As a science and innovation  
company, Bayer has a strong stake 
in helping to improve education and 
to ensure that all individuals are 
scientifically literate.

Bayer demonstrates this commitment 
with its national, presidential  
award-winning Making Science 
Make Sense® (MSMS) program,  
a company-wide initiative that  
advances science literacy across  
the United States through  
hands-on, inquiry-based science 
learning, employee volunteerism and 
public education.

Help Bayer foster science literacy  
by saying “thank you” to someone 
who inspired your scientific  
imagination. For each “thank you” 
message shared, Bayer will provide  
a child with free admission to a  
STEM-focused venue, such as a trip 
to a local science center or museum, 
to enjoy a hands-on science  
experience. 

Click here for more information.

Say thank you

http://www.saytku.com/
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September – seat belt/teen reminders:

1. With the new school year in full swing, PennDOT is reminding young drivers and parents/caregivers 
 alike of the state’s laws regarding child passenger safety. Drivers or passengers under 18 years  
 of age must buckle up. Children under 8 years old must be properly restrained. This is a primary  
 law, which means that police will pull you over, write you a ticket and if convicted, you’ll have to  
 pay a fine. To learn about recommendations on child safety seats as well as the state’s law for  
 wearing seat belts over age 18, visit JustDrivePA.com. 

2. All drivers should be aware of fall driving hazards as October and November approaches. Wet  
 leaves, fog, sun glare, and frost are only a few of those hazards. Hunting and mating season also  
 causes deer to become more active. PennDOT reminds driver to remain aware to changing driving  
 conditions and avoid distractions especially in unfamiliar surroundings. To learn more information  
 on fall driving, visit JustDrivePA.com. 

3. With school back in session, PennDOT, Buckle Up PA, and the National Highway Traffic Safety  
 Administration reminds teachers and students that a new Traffic Safety School Program “Sit  
 Back- It’s Elementary” has been developed. The materials are designed to provide lifesaving  
 messages to Elementary School Students and reduce the number of unnecessary traffic related  
 injuries and deaths. For more information on the types of activities the program offers,  
 visit pasafetyedu.org. 

Shake Out

At 10:15 a.m. on October 15, 2015, Seneca Valley will join with 
thousands of people to “Drop, Cover, and Hold On” in The 
Great North East ShakeOut, the region’s largest earthquake 
drill ever. Major earthquakes can happen anywhere and the 
ShakeOut is our chance to practice how to protect  
ourselves, and for everyone to become prepared.  
To learn more, visit www.ShakeOut.org/northeast. 

Get the inside scoop!  
Check out Seneca Scout and the 
Seneca Valley Arrowhead  
newspapers!

http://www.svsd.net
http://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
http://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
http://instagram.com/senecavalleysd
http://www.justdrivepa.org
http://www.justdrivepa.org
http://www.pasafetyedu.org
http://www.shakeout.org/northeast/
http://cranberry4fun.com/index.aspx?nid=2264
http://senecascout.svsd.net
http://svarrowhead.svsd.net

